McSweeney, Kerry. The Language of the Senses: Sensory-Perceptual Dynamics in
Wordsworth, Coleridge, Thoreau, Whitman, and Dickinson. Montreal and Kingston: McGill-Queen's University Press, 1998. [Chapter 7, "Whitman: The Feeling of Health" (117-143), offers a "sensory profile" of Whitman, arguing that "physical health and imaginative power are closely connected" in his poetry; traces a "typology of touch" in Song of Myself; suggests that "the determining factor in the change [in Whitman's poetry] from 1855-56 to 1860 was Whitman's physical health," prompting a "mid-life crisis"; tracks the "sensory and perceptual movement" of "Out of the Cradle" and "When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloom'd"; and finds in "the older Whitman ... a 
